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probable ones? to ignore the disadvantages that one
sees clearly, in order to avoid those that one
cannot as yet foresee, and to take a definitely bad
decision because there might be worse? You ask
if it is impossible for me to entertain a good
opinion of her who loves my son; you might add
*and who is beloved by him'? No; without
doubt, and I entertain so good an opinion of you
that I believe that you would, in truth, set a good
example to your children, and that, far from refut-
ing the lessons that might be given them, you
would give them the same lessons, and perhaps
with more zeal and care than another. But do you
not understand that in a hundred circumstances
I should conceive you to be suffering from what
was said or not said to your children and on a
hundred other subjeds? And do you not realize
that the more you might attach me by your good-
ness, your virtues, and your amiable qualities, the
more I should suffer in seeing, in imagining thatj/0#
were suffering, and that you had not the happiness
or the respect which, in many regards, you
deserved? Indeed, madam, I should blame myself
did I fail in the most affectionate consideration
towards you; and yet it would be impossible for
me to entertain such a feeling except perhaps for
the few moments, when I might forget that this
handsome, amiable, and virtuous woman was my
daughter-in-law. But, so soon as I heard you
named what I had heard my wife and mother
named (pardon my frankness, madam), my heart
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